
Jimmie A. Reedy 

The Old Prop Man 

Jim was born in Reading PA, 2/16/35, and is widowed from Joan Mary 

(Billman) Reedy.  He resides in Piqua Ohio.  They are the parents of two sons, 

Michael Wayne Reedy, retired U.S. Navy Captain, now a consulting 

engineer with the U.S. Navy.  Michael is married to Renee Marie; they have 

one son Joseph Michael.  Jim and Joan’s second son is Mark Edward 

Reedy, a financial advisor for the Thrivent Financial Group.  Mark is married 

to Gay Ellen, they have four children - Jessica Elisabeth (Reedy) Standard, a 

speech pathologist, Matthew Eric Reedy, a contract maintenance 

representative, Joshua Edward Reedy a logistic manager for a trucking 

company, Megan Emily (Reedy) Peliter, a junior high school math and 

science teacher. 
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thus began his 
career as a 

"propeller man” 

It became his responsibility 
to provide the best 

customer service for the best 
product available 

Jimmie was raised as one of four children, spending his formative years on his 

grandparent’s farm where he was required to perform the duties of any farm 

boy.  Jim later resided in a small township outside of the city of Reading PA.  

He received his basic schooling by attending catholic schools for the first 

three years then public schools thereafter.  He graduated from Muhlenberg 

Township High School in 1953. 

Prior to graduating from high school, he was involved in both baseball and 

football, he had part time jobs working in an ice-cream factory with ice 

cream parlor and a grocery store, learning the meat cutting trade.  After 

graduating from high school, he was employed in the grocery store for a 

short period of time.  Jim also spent some time with the Reading Indians, a 

minor league baseball team, as a ticket seller and with the stadium service 

staff. 

From July of 1953 through October of 1961, a Fixed Base Operator Reading 

Aviation Service located at Reading Municipal Airport employed Jim.  RAS 

were a full-service operation, offering both new aircraft sales as well as 

service, including aircraft conversions of military aircraft for corporate and 

airline use.  Starting as a cleaner, floor sweeper and airplane wash rack 

person, he was fortunate enough to be offered opportunities to work on the 

airplanes as a fuel tank cleaner.  An opening in the propeller shop became 

available about two months after he was hired- thus began his career as a 

"propeller man". 

While employed by RAS, he was able to learn numerous propeller 

operations, performing practically all the tasks involved in propeller overhaul 

and repair.  While working in the propeller shop he was given the opportunity 

to work toward and receive his Airframe and Powerplant Certification as well 

as learn to fly. 
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I never met and 
individual I could not 
get along with by 
simply being honest 
in any and all 
business dealings 
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He was afforded the opportunity to attend schooling at a number of the 

propeller manufacturers as well as receive training and certification in 

non-destructive testing. 

In October of 1961, Jimmie accepted a proposal from and was hired by 

the Sensenich Propeller Service Center, located on the Lancaster Airport, 

just outside the city of Lancaster PA.  Sensenich had begun a service 

center to repair and overhaul propellers other than their own, servicing in 

most cases propellers such as Beech, Koppers, and Hartzell all of which 

had early composite blades.  As Hartzell and McCauley became 

suppliers to the market place, they included metal blade propellers in 

their services. 

Management changes soon after Jimmie joined the Sensenich team, 

placed him in the position to learn the processes of repair and overhaul 

of governors.  This gave Jim the opportunity to attend schooling at 

Woodward Governor Company.  Since Sensenich was an OEM customer 

of Woodward, Sensenich became a Woodward recommended service 

company.  With the introduction of the requirement for the removal of 

McCauley ferrules, it was Jimmie’s responsibility to set up these 

procedures as well as a dye penetrant system and Hartzell shot peening. 

In addition to his responsibilities in the governor and propeller repair shop, 

Jimmie also worked with Sensenich engineering to provide the services 

needed to perform propeller vibration surveys for the certification of fixed 

pitch propellers and metal blade ground-adjustable propellers (which 

Sensenich manufactured).  Sensenich also held a number of STC's for the 

installation of the larger pump capacity Woodward governors and 

accumulators on both the Aerostar and Aero Commander.  As the 

Sensenich business grew, Jimmie was given the task to set up and 

establish an inventory control system.  While employed at Sensenich  

Jimmie attended a local college and received an associate's degree in 

business management. 

In the summer of 1973, Jimmie accepted an offer to join Hartzell Propeller 

in a newly created position as Distributor Coordinator.  The board of 

directors of Hartzell Industries, and their insurance carriers recommended 

the position to organize the then fifty-seven worldwide distributors and 

provide them training in the processes for repair and overhaul of Hartzell 

propellers.  For the next fifteen months Jimmie traveled the world visiting 

as many of these distributors as possible.  In June of 1975, a meeting of all 

distributors was held in Piqua OH, with forty-three of the named 
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Jim’s longevity and achievement  
could not have been possible 

without the support of his fellow 
workers and that of his family 
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distributors attending. 

Jimmie’s participation in the operations within Hartzell Propeller had 

numerous facets.  He visited both distributors and OEM customers and he 

became the representative of Hartzell providing for both sales and service of 

the product.  It became his responsibility to provide the best customer 

service for the best product available. 

Jimmie retired in February 2000 after twenty-seven years with Hartzell and 

transitioning through three management changes and numerous changes 

in business practice and policy.  Jim’s longevity and achievement at Hartzell 

could not have been possible without the support of his fellow workers and 

that of his family. 

Following his retirement, a number of propeller shop operators, asked Jimmie 

if he would assist them in meeting the repair station requirements of the FAA 

and that of other countries.  This is when Jimmie established the company 

Old Prop Man Services.  He provided these services for the next few years, 

traveling with his wife and enjoying the association of many friends. 

In 2010, Jimmie was visiting friends in Germany, all who had worked for 

Hoffman Propeller, Dornier Aircraft or MT-Propeller.  While visiting MT-

Propeller, a discussion came up regarding the operation of the MT-Propeller 

repair station operating in the US.  Jimmie had, a few years earlier, assisted 

MT-Propeller management in establishing a distributor organization (primarily 

for the purpose of servicing MT-Propellers operating in the USA).  The MT 

repair station operation in the US was to be a support arm for the distributors 

and the time had come for restructuring the facility.  Jimmie was asked if he 

would take this management position and work through this restructuring.  

He did so, and was able (with the cooperation of both the management 

folks in Germany and the staff in the US) to have the business perform as a 

positive asset for the stateside distributors of MT-Propellers. 

Jimmie returned to MT-Propeller USA, a second time when a management 

change was necessary, again making changes to increase standards for 

accepting the demands of corporate aircraft operators.  Jimmie returned a 

third time to MT -Propeller when a decision was made to expand the US 

facility by adding more space for additional services.  Jimmie retired most 

recently in April of 2016. 

Jimmie states that, “In all my years in the Aircraft Propeller Business, be it 

Service, Support or Sales, I never met an individual I could not get along with 

by simply being honest in any and all business dealings". 
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